
SO LONG, FAREWELL
We don’t like saying goodbye to a principal who has been willing to take on any challenge put in front of her. Not many people

would volunteer to promote and participate in the Dunk Tank experience in her early days at McKinley! Ms. Campanile has
steered our students in the right direction, annually choosing themes that promote lifelong learning and positive reinforcement of
good decisions. Retirement can be bittersweet – Ms. Campanile will be missed by students, staff, parents, and neighbors of
McKinley Elementary, however she is looking forward to a new personal journey! Congratulations and best wishes in your next
endeavor and thank you for your commitment as a Davenport School educator for the past 36 years.

From Your PrinciPAL
Dear McKinley Families,
The adage “April Showers Bring May Flowers” is certainly true

this year. The McKinley grounds are
beautiful and the tulips and daffodils
magnificent – thanks to the families
and students who have planted and
continue to help maintain our beauti-
ful campus. We are fortunate to have
such a lovely and well maintained
learning environment.

We are proud of our classrooms
and the educational opportunities that

we provide for our students. While there are differing opinions on
No Child Left Behind, it has made all of us more accountable for
your child’s learning and individual achievement.  Your child is
also learning – along with us – that we live in world where deci-
sions made, are data driven.  This is true whether we are using
parent surveys to discuss school climate or discussing reading and
mathematics achievement as measured by formative assessments
(teacher driven) or summative assessments(district driven).  

We have just received our ITBS data and while it will not be
formally published until the distinct data has been certified by the
state this summer, we know that the McKinley 3rd, 4th and 5th
graders have scored better than the district average in both reading
comprehension and mathematics. 

While assessments are important, we want your children to be
life-long learners. In that endeavor we are appreciative for the PTA
collaborative funds which allow us to provide more enrichment.
Classrooms teachers are able to take advantage of programs
offered through our community resources such as the Davenport
and Bettendorf museums, Vander Veer Park, Niabi Zoo, the Iowa
State Extension service, the Quad City Arts, and the Figge Art
Museum, to name a few. Topics have included community helpers,
the environment, water, sound, magnets, the opera, the arts, and

>> continued on Page 4

Time For
Kindness

The week of May 12-16th has been named
“Kindness Is Cool” week at McKinley as a way
to address Relational Aggression (RA) which is
the “destructive behavior intended to hurt some-
one by harming their relationships with others.”
The week is kicked off with a rally and each
day an activity promoting kindness will follow.
Students will write kindness chalk messages out-
side, wear green for kindness, receive sticker
rewards for being “caught in the act” of kind-
ness, and make a banner of positive pledges. 

Relational Aggression can include behaviors
like eye rolling, excluding others, gossiping,
and spreading rumors. RA affects both boys
and girls and 60 percent of students say they
are involved in RA each week. Help prevent

Relational Aggression by:
Setting a good example. Don’t gossip
or engage in RA yourself.

Being aware of your child’s posi-
tion in social hierarchies. Is s/he a
target, an aggressor, a kid in the
middle? Talk with your child about

ways to support targets, discourage
aggressors, and ask for help if needed.

Encouraging your child to engage
in a variety of activities where s/he
meets peers and adults from all

walks of life. Encourage hobbies that
build a sense of personal accomplishment.
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2 PAWPRINTS
BATTLE-TESTED FOURTH GRADERS

Way to Go Fourth Grade Battle of the Books
participants – on April 28th one fourth grade team
came home with a 3rd place trophy!

MAY/JUNE  DATES
12-16 – “Kindness is Cool” Week
17 – Elementary Festival for Band/Orchestra
18 – Spring Garden Day, beautify school grounds, 1-3 p.m.
26 – Memorial Day, no school
04 – Celebration of Learning, Farewell to Fifth Graders
05 – Fifth-Grade Day
06 – Field Day, Last Day of School, 1 p.m. dismissal

On Patrol, Safe And Sound
Spring is a time for the 5th grade safety patrol  team to pass on

their knowledge and skill to current fourth graders. During the
month of May and June the Yellow and Blue teams of fourth
graders will be training to take on the challenge of becoming
crossing guards. Look for these new faces coming soon:

Fifth Graders Celebrate
As school winds down for the year, fifth graders have their

eyes on some entertaining events. The last week of school brings
the class together for a Fifth Grade Day which includes a field
trip combining an indoor skate park in East Moline and outdoor
activities at a Davenport park. Teachers will be conducting the
Celebration of Learning and Farewell program and will receive
their Yearbooks that include biographies and photos of their years
at McKinley. Fifth graders, we’ll miss you! Don’t forget to visit!

Yellow Team
Katy Axel
Adam Bingham
Emma Embree
Becky Hankes
Madison Harriman
Gavin Kincaid
Alyssa Lebs
Connor McDevitt
Jadan Meek-Williams
Jack Moran
Kathy Nguyen
Meg Nicknish
Lexi Sanders
Brianna Vance
Kevin Wissing

Blue Team
Seang Dam
Ben Greiner
Emily Hummel
Alexia LaShelle
Emily Lohman
Tori McNeal
Truc Phan
Jeremiah Quintanella
Lexi Smith
Corey Staub
Riley Tallman
Cathy Tran
Bailey Walters
Jevin Williams

MCKINLEY NUGGETS
Add Escrip to your grocery list

The Escrip program from Schnuck’s keeps working even
when school is out for summer,  don’t forget to continue to
use the card each time you pay for your groceries! McKinley
benefits from this easy-to-use program, when you buy your
groceries just hand the cashier your Escrip card and a per-
centage comes back to the school. We raise approximately
$195 each month with the program. Friends and family can
support the program, too!

Meet us at the Big Toy for McKinley Playground Day!
We have the plan. We have the equipment. Now we need

the help!
Who: Volunteers

needed for our excit-
ing playground
improvement project

When: June 12-14,
2008

What: Help install
two new pieces of
equipment for the Big
Toy on the play-
ground

How: Call Matt
Johnston 326-2009
or Elizabeth Axel
359-8744 with ques-
tions 

Your Choices:
June 12: 4-6 PM (only need a few people for prep

work)The playground will be roped off and mulch taken from
areas where equipment will be removed.

June 13: 9 a.m. to noon OR 1-5 p.m. The equipment will
be removed and site will be prepared for installation of differ-
ent playground apparatus

June 14: 9 a.m. to noon OR 1-5 p.m. The final day will
consist of assembly of the new equipment, installation, and
pouring of concrete around the footings. This may require
some bracing and waiting until the concrete is set.



3 PAWPRINTS
THE COUNTDOWN IS ON! 

June 6 is the last day of school with an early dis-
missal of 1 p.m. That means, if our math is correct,
there are just 15 days of school left. Remember,
there is no school on Monday, May 26, because of
the Memorial Day holiday.

Say Thanks
{with a smile
and a salad}

Hardworking teachers and staff at school enjoyed a little break
from the usual lunch on Friday, May 9th.

To wrap up Teacher Appreciation Week, McKinley parents made
fruit, vegetable, and pasta salads and served them with hot bread
sticks and a variety of desserts. There was no shortage for recipe
requests for the wide variety of food items!

Thank you teachers for your patience and skill in working with
so many individuals from 8:30 to 3:00 each weekday

Invention Melts
Winter Woes

McKinley alum Mathew Moran and his Invent Iowa part-
ner Sam Hipple created an attachment for a snow blower
that drops salt for melting ice.

If you are using your snowblower, you might as well get
the job done right and rid the driveway and sidewalk of ice
as you go.

Moran and Hipple created this attachment for the Invent
Iowa competition and have moved on from the local to
state level with patent pending!

Congratulations to these creative young men.



4 PAWPRINTS
YOUR NEW PTA BOARD

The PTA Board for the 2008-2009 school year
has been slated.

Co-President: Trista Bernauer and Tina Wagshall
Co-Vice President: Jean Stephan and Tammy

McKune
Treasurer: Cynthia Weeks
Co-Secretary: Holly Mammen and Mary Gabel

<< Continued from Page 1
agriculture. Thanks to your support – the leadership class, our fifth
graders, have graduated from the DARE program and have learned
to run an economy through the Junior Achievement’s Biz Town. 

Another wonderful opportunity for your child has been granted
to us through the private funding of the Davenport Foundation and
the expansion of the Great Minds Program. This year every grade
level benefited from a curriculum-related experience outside the
classroom. The Kindergarten made fall and spring trips to Vander
Veer Park to explore the theme of Living and Non-Living Things.
The first grade students experienced ballet through live perform-
ance and in their classroom to promote a healthy lifestyle. The sec-
ond grade became young environmentalists by learning to Reduce,
Reuse, and Recycle after a trip to the Waste Commission/Recycling
Center. Our third graders made a visit to the local library to con-
nect with resources to ready them for the non-fiction content and
research projects that they will experience in 4th and 5th grade.
Their theme is Information Literacy for the Lifelong Reader. The
fourth grade class participated in Symphony Day where they expe-
rienced live music and the role of arts and culture in their commu-
nity. The fifth grade spent a day at the FIGGE and River Museum
Experience where they learned about the role of museums and how
the arts evolve with history. And now May is here. Teachers are
busy completing their curriculums and assessments and preparing
to celebrate the 5th graders passage to middle school.    

What a year – THANKS to the wonderful students who delight
and challenge our thinking every day, to the dedicated and caring
staff who provide motivating learning experiences, and to the par-
ents and families who support their children’s educational experi-
ence. I would like to personally thank PTA presidents Elizabeth
Axel and Erin McKay and the Board for their leadership and col-
laborative spirit. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU
for your support and I will always be grateful that my educational
journey included your children. McKinley School is a highlight of
my career.

Amy Campanile

Taking It All In Great Strides
McKinley students take great strides to help find a cure for

Cystic Fibrosis.
On April 25th, students took a walk outside on the track in sup-

port of  the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation—raising $1,433 for a dis-
ease that causes the lungs to clog and leads to infection. The dis-
ease is caused by a defective gene and affects 300,000 children in
the United States.

According to Mrs. Hoffman, who coordinated the walk at
McKinley, this year, participants more than doubled the amount of
pledges to increase the donation while getting fresh air and having
fun at the same time. 

NEWS FROM THE NURSE
Rachelle Hodson, RN, School Nurse

MEDICATION PICK UP
This is a reminder that if your child has medication in the Health

Office, please make arrangements to stop in to the office to pick it
up. Medication--including inhalers-- cannot be given to the student
to take home, but must be picked up by an adult. Medication that
is not picked up by June 6th will be disposed. Realizing  the high
cost of medication, I do not like disposing of unused medication,
however it  is against District policy to keep medication locked up
over the summer. When sending meds for our child, please be
mindful of the number of days left of school so you do not exceed
that amount.

SWISS VALLEY MILK CAPS
McKinley School collected a total of 2,400 Swiss Valley Milk

Caps. A big “Thank you” to all of you who contributed to this. This
is a win/win situation for everyone. Our McKinley families drink
more milk and juice, and Swiss Valley pays our school 5 cents for
each cap we collect. This year we raised $120 from this collec-
tion.This cap collection fund is used  for various purchases in the
Health Office or the classroom. In the past we have purchased
things for Red Ribbon Week, hygiene supplies, wet wipes, winter
apparel, undergarments, and tennis shoes. Thank you again for
your contributions.


