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hall case alongside the trophy for second place in
Battle of the Books held last m

onth. G
reat job stu-

dents!
W

ith the change of w
eather,I am

 rem
inded of

the snow
 that has already fallen on our beautiful

cam
pus creating a w

inter w
onderland. Please

rem
em

ber to dress your child w
arm

ly as w
e m

ake
every effort to allow

 them
 tim

e outdoors for fresh
air and exercise.

The health benefits of recess are clearly docu-
m

ented by researchers; how
ever recess can also be

a place w
here som

e children dem
onstrate less than

positive behaviors. The Positive Behavior Supports
Team

 w
ill be presenting a D

V
D

 and inform
ation

for para educators review
ing the im

portance of
m

onitored recess. The D
V

D
 provides m

odels of the
interactions of adults and students that foster posi-

tive behavior. Parents w
ho w

ish to volunteer to
assist w

ith recess duty w
ill be provided the sam

e
inform

ation and discussion to facilitate a safe play
environm

ent for all children.  If you w
ish to be

contacted for this training,please provide your
nam

e and num
ber or em

ail address to M
rs. M

oss,
in the office,and inform

ation w
ill be sent to you.  

In closing,a w
arm

 “Thank You”
to the PTA

 par-
ents w

ho created a Jungle Safari Book Fair that the
children really enjoyed and m

ovie night w
ith the

fam
ily. The dedication of the M

cK
inley parents is

one the finest assets in our building. W
ithout you,

m
any of the study trips and m

aterials teachers use
everyday w

ould not exist. W
ith grateful hearts w

e
educate your m

ost treasured gifts – the children.
Enjoy the upcom

ing holidays w
ith your fam

ily!
Teresa Bechen,Principal M

cK
inley Elem

entary
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4 W
INTER’S HERE,

BE READY
Don’t forget to send

hats and gloves/m
ittens

with your child as well as
rem

inding them
 to “zip

up”when they go out to
recess.
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M
cKinley 5th graders placed second in a Battle of the Books com

petition recently. In all, 13 students took part, read-
ing classic literature and answ

ering questions as a team
 based on the books.
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book questions w

ith ease – and
brought hom

e a
trophy for second place! M

cK
inley’s Team

 I con-
sisted of Steven D

urr,Em
ily H

um
m

el,Jadan
M

eeks-W
illiam

s,Thom
pson Teasdale and K

evin
W

issing. Team
 II (w

ho added the trophy to
M

cK
inley) consisted of K

aty A
xel,Justine D

oyle,
Josh Janes,Thu-H

ao N
guyen,Tony N

guyen,M
eg

N
icknish and Jack M

oran.
M

any of the M
cK

inley participants read all 10
books and got to stand up and be recognized.

G
reat job readers!

GIFTS OF LITERATURE
This year’s BO

B list was chosen based on its
appeal, literary value, curriculum

 connections and
diversity.The books were very popular with the 5th
graders!

Because of Anya
by M

argaret Peterson Haddix
The Boy W

ho Saved Baseballby John H.
Ritter

Chevrolet Saturdays
by Candy Dawson Boyd

Passage to Freedom
by Ken M

ochizuki
Pictures of Hollis W

oods
by Patricia Reilly G

iff
Saving Lilly

by Peg Kehret
The View from

 Saturday
by E.L.Konigsburg

A W
eek in the W

oods
by Andrew Clem

ents
W

hen the Soldiers W
ere G

one
by Vera W

.Propp
A Year Down Yonderby Richard Peck
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It’s fun to be a Scout!
About 40 M

cKinley students are part of Pack 4. Last w
eek the Scouts w

ent out
in the cold to bring som

e holiday w
arm

th to the M
cKinley neighborhood by

singing Christm
as carols. Afterw

ard, the Scouts w
ere rew

arded w
ith pizza and

dessert. Enjoying the “fruits” of their labor are, from
 left, W

eston, M
ichael

and Ever. RREEAADD
MM

OORREE  OONN  PPAAGGEE  33..

5th-graders show
their love of reading

M
cK

inley’s 5th grade sent 13 students to this year’s Battle of the
Books. This reading initiative has been used in schools across the
country for m

ore than 40 years.
Its form

s m
ay vary but the reasons for its success are the sam

e – to
foster a love and discovery for reading by introducing children to
quality literature,to offer books that build upon historical values and
the dignity of life,and to develop friendships betw

een students based
upon socialization,com

petition and m
utual respect.

Tw
enty-six team

s m
ade up of students from

 18 D
avenport elem

en-
tary schools participated w

ith excitem
ent. 

These 5th graders conferred w
ith team

m
ates and answ

ered tough
>

>
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It’s that tim
e of year w

hen
w

e all think about fam
ily,

friends and festive holidays
filled w

ith gifts.  M
cK

inley
Elem

entary w
ill continue

the tradition of the “G
iving

Tree”
w

here children can
place new

 m
ittens,gloves,

scarves or hats to be shared
w

ith those w
ho are in need

of these item
s.  D

avenport
Com

m
unity School D

istrict
celebrated 150 years of edu-
cating their children on
D

ecem
ber 9th.  Birthday

cake w
as shared w

ith all
faculty,staff,and students
on that day during lunch.
Student perform

ers on vari-
ous instrum

ents are going to
be featured at lunch this
m

onth,so please stop by for
the som

e delightful enter-
tainm

ent.  
M

cK
inley Elem

entary
w

ill celebrate 70 years in
2009.  There are m

any
accom

plishm
ents to be

proud of over those years,
w

hich continues today.  A
group of four fifth grade
students participated in a
Team

 Q
uest com

petition of
academ

ics and problem
solving.  O

ur M
cK

inley
Team

 cam
e in first place!

Their trophy is in the front 
>

>
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PAYING ATTENTION:IDENTIFY THE IM
AGE AND W

IN!
It’s sim

ple, really.W
ith each edition of Pawprints we will chal-

lenge you to know your surroundings.The photograph at left was
taken outside, on school grounds.All you have to do is figure out
where and what it is.Bring your answer to M

rs.M
oss in the

office.If you are the first student to correctly identify the im
age

you’ll win a $5 gift certificate to our neighborhood partner,
Schnuck’s.W

inners will be announced at the end of school
Friday.Last m

onth’s w
inner:Chauna Donald.

TERESA
BECHEN



DECEM
BER

11
—

 PTA M
eeting 6:30

11
—

 Skating Party 6-8 pm
12

—
 Staff Holiday Luncheon:A Treat for All!

19
—

 Early dism
issal:Break Dec.22-Jan.4

Support a local business w
hile at the sam

e
tim

e supporting your school. W
hen you go to

K
&

K
 H

ardw
are (1818 G

rant Street in
Bettendorf),m

ention that you are a M
cK

inley
Elem

entary supporter w
hen you are paying.

They have a special program
 that gives

M
cK

inley a donation of 10 percent of the value
of your purchase. It’s easy to do,just voice your
support and K

&
K

 does the rest. 
Schnuck’s grocery store also has a benefit pro-

gram
 called “Escrip.”A

fter you sign up (by
picking up a Escrip card at the store),you can
give the clerk your card at checkout and
M

cK
inley School can reap the benefits!

B
e vocal about

supporting school

PLAYW
RIGHTS IN OUR M

IDST
The play is called “The Big Test”and its feature character is M

r.Crum
py, who is a teacher who is giv-

ing a test.This hom
egrown play, written by fifth grader Thom

pson Teasdale – brings to life how five stu-
dents are trying to overcom

e their test anxiety.Auditions took place in early Decem
ber with rehearsals

in Decem
ber, January and February.Perform

ance date has yet to be scheduled.Students are perform
-

ing and Ben G
reiner is directing “The Big Test.”Look for m

ore inform
ation in February!
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3 THE RULES OF

GOING OUTSIDE
W

hen will there be
recess?

1.) If the wind chill is
below 15 degrees, the
children will stay inside.

2.) Children M
UST

have boots and snow-
pants to go in the snow.
All other children will be
allowed to play on the
blacktop if there is NO
ice.

Serving thanks at
holiday luncheon

The Teacher/Staff H
oliday Luncheon w

as
started by a group of parents w

ho w
anted to cre-

ate a special tradition and a special experience
for the m

uch appreciated teachers and staff at
M

cK
inley.

Part of the special w
ay of show

ing apprecia-
tion is by giving staff tim

e to leave the school
grounds and relax in a hom

e setting w
hile being

served delicious food. They have tim
e to visit

w
ith one another aw

ay from
 the din of the m

uch
loved break room

 or cafeteria.
Staff arrive by parent chauffeur (som

e like to
w

alk,too) to a festive hom
e of a M

cK
inley par-

ent. A
 gourm

et lunch is catered and served by
M

cK
inley parents. This D

ec. 12 w
ill start out

the holiday season w
ith a luncheon at the hom

e
of Cynthia W

eeks and Scott Teasdale (pictured)
– parents of Thom

pson and Linnea. The m
enu is

sure to entice,but the hot cider and hom
em

ade
baked goods are the ever favorites!

Volunteers help to m
ake the outing a sm

ooth
one by volunteering to help drive staff off the
school grounds,m

aking entrees and desserts,
and serving the lunch. If you w

ould like to be
involved,contact Jennifer Chen at 344-4939.

N
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M
rs. H

odson,RN
,School N

urse
hodson@

davenportschools.org

W
ARM

 HANDS, W
ARM

 HEARTS
Cold weather will be arriving shortly and we are concerned

about the children that com
e to school without proper protection

from
 the elem

ents.
W

ith this in m
ind, we are continuing with our traditional hat &

m
itten tree.The “giving tree”will be set up in the m

ain entrance
for students and fam

ilies to donate hats, m
ittens, socks, and

boots, for those fam
ilies in need.

If you would like to donate, please bring your item
 to school and

place them
 on the tree.Thank you in advance for your m

any years
of contributions.

Please keep in m
ind, that the Health O

ffice has gently used
winter coats for fam

ilies.If you are in need of a winter coat, please
call the Health O

ffice.

FIGHT GERM
S BY PROPER HAND W

ASHING
M

ost of us understand that washing our hands is the essential
ingredient in fighting off colds and flu this winter season, however,
rem

inders can’t hurt.Studies show that 40 to 60 percent of people
don’t wash their hands after using the restroom

 and m
ost individu-

als don’t wash long enough.
According to University of M

issouri-Colum
bia’s Sinclair School

of Nursing, nursing instructor Beth Traudes “Use warm
 water and

scrub between your fingers as well as around your fingernails.
Sing the ‘Alphabet’song or ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’twice and
you know you’ve scrubbed away the m

ajority of the germ
s and

bacteria.”
In addition, pay particular attention to your cuticles and under

your nails.Dirt, germ
s and bacteria gather in the crevices surround-

ing your nails and it’s im
portant to keep hangnails trim

m
ed and

bandaged to prevent bacteria and viruses from
 entering your body.

If  hand washing is the m
ost im

portant key to health, then using
hand lotion is second m

ost im
portant key.“By keeping the skin

soft and supple you are preventing cracking, which in turn helps
keep the bacteria out,”reports Traudes.

There are bacteria that are transm
itted by touch and those that

are transm
itted by coughs and sneezes, so  it’s best to use a

waterless hand sanitizer containing aloe before and after touching
public surfaces (aloe offsets the drying effects alcohol-based
products have on the skin).

Using the sanitizer before reduces germ
s you spread;using

afterwards not only protects you but lim
its your contribution to the

cycle of infection.
The friction of rubbing your hands together helps these types of

products rem
ove bacteria and viruses from

 hands that are not vis-
ibly soiled.In the classroom

 and lunchroom
, children who are

urged to use hand sanitizers, should also rub them
 together for

m
ore effectiveness.
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2 CONTRIBUTE
TO PAW

PRINTS
Anyone is welcom

e to
m

ake a subm
ission to

Pawprints.Keep us
inform

ed on the happen-
ings of student groups
such as Scouts or sports
team

s as well as class-
room

 news.If you have
inform

ation or photos,
please send them

 to Ann
Nicknish at
apnicknish@

m
chsi.com

or call 359-9242.

R
oll on over

to our party
in E

ldridge
Roller skating can be a

healthy w
ay to stim

ulate your
m

uscles sim
ilar to an aerobic

w
orkout,but m

any people pre-
fer it because it doesn’t cause
dam

age to the joints in the
body.

The D
ec. 11 Skating Party is

sure to be a fun fam
ily outing

for all you skaters. The
Eldridge Skatepark offers skate
rentals for $1.50 and a $3
adm

ission fee.
There is plenty of space for

free skate and organized gam
es.

If you prefer not to roller skate,
there is plenty of seating pro-
vided for w

atching the excite-
m

ent.
N

ote:The PTA
 m

eeting has
been m

oved to the Skatepark so
that no one has to m

iss out on
the excitem

ent!
The M

cK
inley N

ight at
Skatepark begins at 6 p.m

. and
ends at 8 p.m

. The park is
located at 400 South 16th
Avenue,Eldridge,Iow

a – turn
east at exit 127 off U

.S. H
w

y.
61.In case of questionable
w

eather or for other inform
a-

tion,call Skatepark at (563)
285-8415.

SKATE NIGHT
Thursday, Dec. 11: 6 p.m

.

C
ub Scout sales

are pop, pop, popping
Jarrod H

ulm
e w

as the top selling Cub Scout
this year in Pack 4’s annual popcorn fundraiser. 

“I think Jarrod sold
m

ore this year because
he’s young,”

surm
ised

the runner-up and for-
m

er top seller,Ben
Florence. Cory H

ocket
w

as close behind Ben
in sales and has already
prom

ised to catch
Jarrod next year.

There are about 40
M

cK
inley boys involved

in Pack 4,up from
 previous years. This year,they

alm
ost doubled last year’s popcorn sales.

If you or your son is interested in joining up
w

ith Pack 4,look up Tina W
agschal,w

ho’s the
current com

m
ittee chair of Pack 4.
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